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The Houston Barnard tracts as seen in the 1918 plat map. Note the misspelling: Bernard in place of Barnard.

Wno was HousTtoN BARNARD?

By Betsy Brayer of these were held in the name of his wife, Katherine
MANY OF US KNOW that there are two tractsin - Barnard. Realizing that the future belonged to the
Brighton bearing the name “Houston Barnard.”But  suburbs, the Barnard Development Co., with of-
how many know who he was? fices in the Powers Building and at East Avenue

Houston Barnard (1871-1936) was a Roches- and Grosvenor Road. began developing, in the
ter engineer, businessman, developer, and words ofhis ads. “important real estate enterprises
yachtsman. A graduate of the Rochester Free Acad-  of high character and residential purposes.”
emy, he studied civil engineering in various local About 1918 he acquired two tracts in Brighton:
offices, with the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh  one bound by Gould Street, the Council Rock
Railroad, and with Le Grand Brown. Atage 21'he  Tract, Highland Ave. and East Ave. He developed
became the chief engineer of the trolley system this tract first: By 1930 there were 21 houses on
known as the Rochester Railways, and is identified  the new Grosvenor Road and 15 onthe new Pelham
in the reconstruction of that system during its tran- Road. By comparison, in 1930 there were 12 houses
sition to electric operation. He also Taid out the on Ambassador Drive, 10 houses on Sandringham
Summerville Railway line and boulevard. Road, and 6 houses on Trevor Court.

Barnard was New York’s assistant superinten- The second tract was part of the Emerson
dent of public works in charge of the western part Babcock farm. At first the streets were named Or-
of the state under governors Roosevelt ( Teddy), chard Road and Cherry Road. But Barnard opted
Odell, and Higgins. He was the general contractor for tonier designations. Their British connotations
for the Cobbs Hill reservoir 1908-1911, the Utica may indicate that he was aware of the Anglo- Ameri-
and Tonawanda improvement of the New York can roots of the planned garden suburb which
Centrai Railroad. and contracts for the construe-  thrived roughly 1870 o 1940. Orchard Road be-
tion of the Barge Canal. As president of the New came Anibassador Drive, withlots of at least 100-
York State Dredging Co. he dug the first tunnel foot frontages. Cherry Road became Sandringham
under the Hudson River, a project begun in 1902 Road with frontages of at least 100 feet on the
and completed in 1908. He worked on the recla- south side and 75 on the north. Cornelia Street
mation of Back Bay in Boston. became Georgian Court, Morris Drive became Es-

Barnard became identified with the physical planade, and a new street, Trevor Court Road, was
growth ot the Rochester area. He laid out numer- drawn between Georgian Court and Ambassador
ous streets and tracts in the city and county. Some Drive with frontages of at least 60 feet.




Who was Houston Barnard?

HOUSLON BAIMArd, engineer, DUSINESSMan, and yAcnisman wias Dorn i KOcnester m 18/1. ne died
in Nice, France, in 1936 at the age of 65. His father, who came from New Hampshire, was a
[MOUs ~4Yer ol the Callorma gold rusn and one ol the lew WNo was SUCCessiul. 1 he elder
Barnard retired to Rochester and died in 1907 in his 80s. The mother died in 1888 when Houston
Barnara was | /. Her ramily, tne HOusions, COnaucied a tvern on the Kiage Koad which was the
first stage stop between Rochester and Lewiston. Houston Barnard’s maternal grandfather was a
Prominent area poutcan.

Houston Barnard attended the Rochester Free Academy, graduating in 1889. He studied civil
ENgINEETINg In various local oIlces, with the Bullaio, Kochester & PIUsDurgn Kairoad, and with
Le urand Brown. Al the 1ender age ol Z1 e became the chiel engineer oI the troliey system
known as the Rochester Railways, and is identified in the reconstruction of that system during its
[ransition 1o eleciric Operaton. He also aid out 1he Summerville Kallway line and boulevard.

He was New YOTK s assistant superintendent oI public WOTKS I ¢harge oI the Weslern part ol tne
state under the administrations of governors Roosevelt (i.e. Teddy), Odell, and Higgins.

He was e general CONtractor [or e Cobbs Hill reservolr 1908-1%11, the Utlca and 1 onawanda
improvement of the New York Central Railroad, and several contracts for the construction of the
Barge Canal. As president ol the New York State Dredging Co. ne dug the 1rst unnel under me
HUUSON KIVET, 8 Project begun in 1902 and competed in 1905, He als0 worked on the reciamation
of Back Bay in Boston.

AS @ yachsman mn Lake UNario and the 1 nousand 1sianas, ne aonatea nis Cruiser v ¥ive 10 e
U. D. government at tne peginmng oI world war L. (i vive  saled o NOriolk under tne
command of Charles Van Voorhis and a Rochester crew and served as dispatch boat for the fleet
4l HampLon Koaas,

As early as 1895 Houston Barnard became identified with the physical growth of the Rochester
ared. He 1410 Oul NUIMErous SIreets and 1racts m e City and county. Some Of these were neid m
the name of his wife, Katherine Barnard. Realizing that the future belonged to the suburbs, he
I0rmed e Barnard Development Co., WItn OI1ces In e FOWErs Bulding and gl e corner ol
East Avenue and Grosvenor Road and began developing, in the words of his ads, “important real
estiate enterprises o1 NEN CNATACIer and resiential purposes.  ADoul 113 O Delore e acguired
two tracts in Brighton: one bound by the existing Gould Street and Council Rock Tract to the
east and west, and Dy HIgnind and Bast Avenues 10 1ne norin and soulll. He developed tns ract
Nrst: By 1930 INere were 21 NOuses 0N e New UTOSVENOT Koad and 13 on e new reinam
Road. By comparison, in 1930 there were 12 houses on Ambassador Drive, 10 houses on
SANUMENAM Koad, and o Douses on 1 revor Lourt Koad.

Barnard’s ad in the 1930 Suburban Directory states, “Exclusive residential sites carefully
restricled.  Whle tis may Sound pouucally mncorrect 10 modern ears, 1l seems evident rom tne
variety of ethnicities represented in that 1930 directory. that the developer was more interested in
resireing the NEIZNLS and SeLDUCKS 01 Lie NOUSEs 1han he race, color or creed 01 1Ne purcnaser.

L he second Iract (L.e. AMDISSAdor el dl) was Onginaily part 01 Ine Babpcock Iarm. Bmerson
Babcock was then supervisor of Brighton. The main Babcock house, which was famous in the last
century 4s @ siop on the Underground Kallroad, 15 the DrICK nouse where tne cdward Harris




family lived for many years. In among the apple and pear orchards was a lime kiln, probably to
make mortar [or the Drick @etories which lined MOnroe Avenue in Brignion rom Cobbs Hill 1o
the Twelve Corners. Barnard removed the kiln, and by the time the 1918 plat book had been
printed, he had 1410 Oul curving roads with curps, sidewalks, and street mps. 10e roads went om
of Clover Road and what was then called Morris Drive and Cornelia Street (now Esplanade and
UIEOTEIAN LOUTT) In the Abranam Neills 1ract.

Barnard first named the new streets of his new tract Orchard Road and Cherry Road. At some
point ne opted 1or wnier designations. 1neir British connotations may indicate thal Barnard was
aware O the Anglo-American roots ol he planned garden supurb whicn thrived rom rougnly
1870 to 1940. Under Barnard, Orchard Road became Ambassador Drive, and was extended to
Bast Avenue, with 1ots orf 4t least 100-1001 frontages. Cherry Koad became Sandringham Koad
with frontages of at least 100 feet on the south side and 75 on the north. Corneha Street became
Georgian Court, Viorrs Drive became Esplanade, and a new sireel, 1revor COUrt Koad, was
drawn between Georgian Court and Ambassador Drive with frontages of at least 60 feet.

Houston Barnard died n Nice France in (930 at age od. HIs wile had predeceased nim and
apparently there were no children. He had four unmarried sisters who survived him and lived
togetner on Calumet Street. His residences inciuded / Strathallan Park (in 1913), the Powers
Hotel, and 05 Avondale Park. His Keynolds SIreet nome was sold 1o the weneral Hospital.

]




From Historv of the Genesee Country, by L.R. Doty, 1925, S5.J.:
Clarke Publishing Co., Volume III, pages THT7-78E

Houston Barnard, born in Rochester 3 January 1871, son of William
C. and Elvira C. Houston Barnard.

Father was from Acworth, New Hampshire, was a ’d4%9er,
returned in 1855 "well-rewarded" for his efforts. Led more or
less retired life on his return, died in 1907 at age 82,

Elvira Houston Barnard died in 1888. Her family was well-
krnown in western NY. She was the daughter of Isaac Houston - he
had a tavern on Ridege Road between Rochester and Lewiston. His
hostelry was the first stage stop in stage coach days - horses
were exchanged before conti ing to Lewiston.

Houston Barnard attended Rochester Free Academy, jraduated
in 1889, took up the practice of civil engineering in ¥arious
local offices and with the Buffalo, Rochester, and Pittsburgh
Railroad. He was the chief engineer during the reconstruction of
the trolley system to electric, and laid out the Summerville
Railway Line and Boulevard.

He was the assistant superintendent of public works, western
division of the state, under Governors Roosevelt, Odell, and
Higgins. He constructed Cobb's Hill Reservoir, and the
To wanda improvement of the New York Central Railroad. He held
seVeral contracts for construction of the Barge Canal.

He laid out numerous streets and .tracts in all parts of the
city, more recently developing real estate enterprises of high
character for residential purposes in East Avenue.

President of Barnard Development .Coproration, member of the
Genesee Falls Lodge, Masonic order; Genesee Valley Club,
Rochester Club, Thousand Islands Yacht Club, Lotos Club, NY.

He donated the cruiser "Qui Vivre" to the U. $. government
at the beginning of World War I. It was taken to Norfolk, VA,
and served as dispatch boat for the fleet at Hampton Roads until
the close of the war, under the command of Charles H. Van Voorhis
and a Rochester crew. “1he government presented Houston Barnard
with a bronze tablet with suitable inscription.

From History of the Town of Brighton by A. Emerson Babcock,
unpublished.

Transcript of newspaper obituary, with comments from Babcock:
"Barnard Bodyv To Be Brought From France" April 27, 1936

Preparations were being made today for the return to
Rochester of the body of Houston Barnard, 65, noted engineer
deveéloper who died in Nice, France, Saturday.

Advice of Mr. Barnard's death was received by his sisters,
who live at 20 Calumet Street, in a cablegram from the American
Consul at Nice, which said the Rochesterian died in his sleep in

his hotel room, wvictim of a heart attaclk.




Instructions for shipment of the body to Rochester were
cabled to the French Riviera resort.

In ill health for some time, Mr. Barnard sailed on a
Mediterranean cruise two m@nths ago in hope of improvement. The
last message received from him here was a cablegram to his
sisters April 12.

Born and educated in Rochester, Mr. Barnard became chief
engineer of the old Rochester Railway Company, predecessor of
Rochester Line of New York State Railwayvs, when he was only
twenty—one vears of age.

Later he became in turn president of NY Dredging Company and
was in charge of construction of Cobb's Hill Reserveoir, the first
Hudson tunnel, and other large projects. He also was the head of
the Barnard Development Company.

As a realtor, he developed the residential sections of
Pelham Road, Sandringham Road, and adjoining thoroughfares,.

{Begin A.E. Babcock comments:) He making the finest
development at this place of the A. Emerson Babcock farm where
Mr. Babcock had lived for 77 years. This farm being the fgam
before it was purchased by him where Isaac Moore lived. The
house on the property being built by Mr. Moore in 1829. The barn
on the place being the first to be built on strictly temperance
principles.

Failing health forced him out of business a year ago. He
lived at 68 Avondale Park. For a time I am informed he lived in
the Powers Hotel at Rochester.

Mrs. Barnard died many vears aco. He leaves four sisters as
follows:

Ida C. Barnard

Mary E. Barnard

Lucena A. Barnard

5. Louise Barnard

They all lived at the Calumet Street address.

M.5. Book #1 (Scrapbook Shelf at Local History Division, Rundel)
p.-1l16 Funeral of Houston Barnard
held 5/22/36 in Mount Hope Chapel
Hev. George Norton of 5St, Paul's Episcopal Church
Honorary earers: nineteen
p.124 will Democrat & Chronicle 6/4/36

"reputed to be worth $5,000,000 before crash"

Houston Barnard left estate of only $2,000

Left no realty, property passed to four sisters and two
daughters in NY City, and three fixends

early in 1935 Houston Barnard was adjudged bankrupt

with liabilities of $488,532 and assets of $167,000




p. 103 Democrat & Chronicle 4/27/1936

Some years ago there was a lime kiln on the property,
This was removed and Mr. Barnard subdivided and
improved the section.'

In earlier vears he had lived on Revnolds Street in a
home he sold to General Hospital




